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LESSON OVERVIEWS FOR TEACHERS
The following are teacher instructions for the lessons in this Teaching Guide. 

You may share the goals for each lesson with your students as you prepare to teach this unit. 

1a  Make a slipknot: 
Loop the yarn as 

shown and slip needle 
under the lower strand of 
the loop.

1b  �Pull up a loop of 
yarn. 

2Pull the yarn end 
attached to the ball of 

yarn to tighten the slipknot, 
leaving the other end 
approximately 4 inches (10 
centimeters) long. Transfer 
needle to left hand.

3a  Insert the right-
hand needle 

through the slipknot and 
wrap yarn over right-hand 
needle. 

3b  �Pull loop through 
slipknot.

4 Place new loop on left-
hand needle. (You now 

have 2 stitches on your left-
hand needle.)	

5Insert right-hand 
needle between last 2 

stitches on left-hand needle 
and wrap yarn over right-
hand needle.	

6Pull loop through. Place 
this new loop on left-

hand needle beside last 
stitch. Repeat steps 5 & 6 as 
needed. 

1Hold the needle with 
cast-on stitches in 

your left hand, and the 
loose yarn attached to 
the ball at the back of 
work. Insert right-hand needle from front 
to back of the first stitch on the left-hand 
needle.

2Wrap the yarn from  
left to right over the 

point of the right-hand 
needle.

3Draw the yarn 
through this original 

stitch, which forms a 
new stitch, on right-hand 
needle.

4Slip the original 
 stitch off the left-

hand needle, keeping 
the new stitch on the 
right-hand needle.

5To knit a row, 
 repeat steps 1 to 

4 until all stitches have 
been transferred from 
left-hand needle to 
right-hand needle. You 
have completed your first row of knitting. 
Switch the needle with the stitches to your 
left hand and you are ready to start your 
next row. 

Casting On 

Itching for Another Stitch?

Count Your Stitches:
Check your stitches at the 
end of each row so that 
you know right away if you 
mistakenly added an extra 
stitch or dropped one.

Stitches too tight? If your 
stitches are barely moving 
along the needle, don’t 
pull the yarn so tight. If you 
have loose stitches, focus 
on pulling the yarn tighter.

Gauge: This refers to the 
number of stitches to the 
inch (horizontally) and the 
number of rows to the inch 
(vertically). A label or pattern 
might say 18 stitches and 

24 rows = 4” x 4”. This 
means you should knit 18 
stitches across to get your 
piece to 4” wide, and knit 
24 rows down to get your 
knitting to 4” long.

Tips and Terms:

P
ho

to
: 

©
 M

ed
ia

 B
ak

er
y.

Student Worksheet 4

Hold That Stitch Essay Contest
Knitting is a true cross-generational craft. Older family members can share their 
knitting know-how with the whole family. Even the youngest kids can learn. As 
long as you are old enough to hold two knitting needles, you can learn to knit. 

During this program, you have shared your own unique knitting knowledge with 
someone else. With this simple act you have helped to knit your 
community together.

Tell us about it! Write a one-page essay in response to the 
following question:

Pick Up Your Sticks 
Welcome to the world of knitting! Let’s dive right into your first project–a rectangle for Warm Up  
America! Read the directions, then follow the illustrations to learn how to knit the stitches you’ll need.

You will be making a 7” x 9” 
rectangle using the knit stitch. 
To have your rectangle reach 
the correct size, you will 
need to complete 35 rows of 
26 stitches each.

1. Cast on 26 stitches 
following the illustrations on 
this page.

2. Place the needle with the 
26 stitches in your left hand 
and, following the knit stitch 
instructions on this page, knit 
every stitch. At the end of the 
row, all of your stitches will be 
on your right needle. This will 
give you a 7“-wide rectangle.

3. Switch the right needle to 
your left hand and, again, knit 
every stitch on your needle. 

4. Repeat until you have 
completed 35 rows or your 
rectangle measures 9”. Bind 
off following the illustrations 
on Worksheet 3.

5. Finishing: Thread a blunt-
pointed yarn needle and 
weave any loose yarn ends 
into the stitches near the edge 
of your knitting for about 1”. 
Cut off the excess yarn. 

to 
6. Send your class’s 
completed rectangles 
Warm Up America!, 3740 N. 
Josey Lane, Suite 102, Carrollton, 
TX 75007

Note for left-handers: 
Because knitting requires 
the use of both hands, if 
you are left-handed, it is 
recommended that you 
follow these right-handed 
instructions. 

Student Worksheet 2 

How to Knit a 
Simple Rectangle:

Lesson 1: Pick Up 
Your Sticks 
Goals: Learn the key terms, practices,
and skills of knitting 
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: It’s Cool to 
Be Kind Student Worksheet 1; Pick
Up Your Sticks Student Worksheet 2; 
Learn to Knit Kit; small scissors; ruler

Directions:
Before beginning this unit, contact 
Warm Up America! for a class set of 
FREE Learn to Knit Kits.

1. Ask students: Have you, or anyone you 
know, ever knitted anything? Engage
students in a discussion about their 
personal experiences with knitting.
Ask: What are the benefits of knowing
how to knit? (The ability to make and 
personalize accessories and clothes, 
relaxing, fun, creative, etc.)

2. Distribute a copy of It’s Cool to 
Be Kind Student Worksheet 1 to 
each student. Review it as a class 
and discuss the Warm Up America! 
Foundation. Explain that each student 
will be creating a knitted rectangle to
donate to Warm Up America! 

3. Hang the classroom poster and 
separate students into pairs. Distribute 
one copy of Pick Up Your Sticks
Student Worksheet 2 and one Learn to 
Knit Kit to each student.

4. Read directions. Then demonstrate
casting on while facing the class or 
while standing next to students so 
they can see left and right needle 
placement. Ask any students who 
already know how to knit to help.

5. Instruct students to cast on. Review
pairs’ progress by walking around.

6. Once students have mastered casting
on, demonstrate 5–7 knit stitches for
the class.

7. Have students complete a knit row (26 
stitches). Encourage students to count
their stitches carefully as they work. 

8. Read the steps for completing a row
of knit stitches and switching needles 
to begin the next row. Have students
continue to practice.

Wrap-up: Ask: Do you think young 
people have a role to play in community 
service? If yes, what is it? 

Lesson 2: Itching for 
Another Stitch?
Goals: Learn knitting’s relevance to the
world by completing a project to help 
individuals in need 
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: Pick Up 
Your Sticks Student Worksheet 2;
Itching for Another Stitch? Student 
Worksheet 3; Knit a Skinny Scarf
Student Worksheet 5; Learn to Knit Kit;
small scissors; ruler

Directions:
1. Separate the class into pairs. Have 

students take out Pick Up Your 
Sticks Student Worksheet 2 and their
partly completed rectangles. 

2. Review the knit stitch from Lesson 1
and have the class complete 35 rows 
of 26 stitches each. 

3. Distribute Itching for Another
Stitch? Student Worksheet 3. Review 
the steps for binding off and guide 
students through completing their 
rectangles. Explain the importance of 
binding off to keep the rectangle, and 
any knit project, from unraveling.

4. As a class, package the finished 
rectangles and send them to Warm Up 
America!, 469 Hospital Drive, Suite E, 
Gastonia, NC 28054.

5. Distribute copies of Knit a 
Skinny Scarf Student Worksheet 
5 and encourage students to use 
their knitting know-how to create 
fashionable scarves of their own. 

Wrap-up: Explain that there are two 
basic stitches in knitting: knit and purl. 
The completed rectangles used the knit
stitch. Instruct students to cast on to try a
new stitch.

Read the steps for the purl stitch aloud
on Itching for Another Stitch?
Student Worksheet 3 and demonstrate 
5–7 purl stitches while facing the class
or while seated next to students so they
can see left and right needle placement.
Provide time for students to practice this 
new stitch. Explain that purl stitches look
bumpy just like knit stitches because they 
are actually the reverse of knit stitches. 
Most often knit and purl stitches are 
combined to create interesting patterns.

Lesson 3: Student 
Knitting Circle and 
Essay Contest
Goals: Have students participate in a 
mentoring activity and write an essay 
describing their experience
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: knitting needles; 
yarn; Pick Up Your Sticks Student 
Worksheet 2; Itching for Another 
Stitch? Student Worksheet 3; Hold 
That Stitch Essay Contest Student 
Worksheet 4

Directions: 
Before class begins: 
Ask a local organization (school, youth 
group, church, etc.) if you can bring your 
students in to teach others the art of 
knitting. Schedule a time to bring your 
student mentors (a one-to-one ratio) to 
the organization. If preferred, 
students may choose to teach peer-
partners such as neighbors or family 
members.

During class:
1. Pair older student-mentors with 

younger students. 
2. Ask your students to explain how Warm 

Up America! uses knitted rectangles
donated by people around the country
to create afghans that warm homeless
people living in shelters, people who 
receive aid from the American Red 
Cross, and many others.

3. Guide the pairs of students through 
creating new Warm Up America! 
rectangles using the instructions 
on Pick Up Your Sticks Student 
Worksheet 2 and Itching for 
Another Stitch Student Worksheet 
3. (Mentors and students can share 
knitting needles and yarn.)

4. Collect the completed rectangles and 
send them to Warm Up America!, 469 
Hospital Drive, Suite E, Gastonia, NC 
28054.

Wrap-up: Back in your classroom, 
distribute copies of Hold That Stitch
Student Worksheet 4 and read it together. 
Have students write a one-page essay 
responding to the prompts on the work-
sheet. Mail in the essays for a chance to 
win cash prizes!

Box:
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corner radius= .25”
c100, 1pt stroke 
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Detail: 4/in 
Points: Smooth 

Stylize/Drop shadow 
Mode: Multiply 
x & y offset: 0.05 in 
Blur: .05”
Color: k100 (default) Order FREE Learn to Knit 

Kits for your class today! 
Call 800-662-9999.

Knit Stitch

Follow the steps below to bind off your final row of stitches and finish your part of a blanket that will bring warmth to someone in need.

Step 1: Knit the first 
two stitches, insert left 
needle into the stitch 
you knitted first, and pull 
it over the second stitch 
and completely off the 
needle. One stitch is now 
bound off.

Step 2: Knit one more 
stitch, insert left needle into 
first stitch on right needle, 
and pull it over the new 
stitch and completely off 
the needle. Another stitch is 
bound off; don’t pull on this 
too tightly. 

Step 3: Repeat Step 2 until 
one stitch remains; now cut 
yarn from skein, leaving a 
6” end. With your needle, 
draw the end up and through
the last stitch to hold it 
in place. Thread the yarn 
end into a yarn needle and 

weave it into stitches near 
the edge.

Binding Off Using the Knit Stitch

Step 1: Purl the first 
two stitches, insert left 
needle into the stitch 
you knitted first, and pull 
it over the second stitch 
and completely off the 
needle. One stitch is now 
bound off.

Step 2: Purl one more 
stitch, insert left needle into 
first stitch on right needle, 
and pull it over the new 
stitch and completely off 
the needle. Another stitch is 
bound off; don’t pull on this 
too tightly.

Step 3: Repeat Step 2 until 
one stitch remains; now cut 
yarn from skein, leaving a 
6” end. With your needle, 
draw the end up and 
through the last stitch to 
hold it in place. Thread the 
yarn end into a yarn needle 

and weave it into stitches 
near the edge.

Binding Off Using the Purl Stitch
(If you finish the last row with a purl stitch)

Photo: © Brand X Pictures/Getty Images.
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Student Worksheet 3

Warm Up America! and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Warm Up America! Foundation. Craft Yarn Council of America and associated logos are 
trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Craft Yarn Council of America. Photos, top to bottom: © Photodisc/Getty Images; Courtesy of Warm Up America! 

Generously 
sponsored by

Student
Essay

Contest!See Worksheet 4for details.

Official Rules: WHO CAN ENTER: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. The Warm Up America! Hold 
That Stitch Essay Contest (“Contest”) is open to students in grades eight (8) through twelve (12) who are legal residents of the United States (one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia) 
at the time of entry. Employees (and their immediate families—spouse, parent, child, sibling, and their respective spouses—and those living in the same household of an employee, whether 
or not related) of Scholastic Inc. (“Scholastic”), Warm Up America! (“Sponsor”), and their respective parents, affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies, and all others 
associated with the development and execution of this Contest are prohibited from entering. Contest subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws. Void in Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
territories and possessions, and where prohibited. 
HOW TO ENTER: Entries will be accepted between 12:01 A.M. ET October 26, 2009, and 11:59 P.M. ET April 16, 2010. Entrants will be required to write a one-page (8 1/2" x 11", approx. 
250 words) essay in English responding to the following question: What was it like to teach another person a new skill while helping a great cause? Entries can be submitted by mail to Hold 
That Stitch Essay Contest, c/o Scholastic Inc., P.O. Box 713, New York, NY 10013-0713. Essays must be accompanied by a completed entry form (available on this worksheet and at www.
warmupamerica.org) or a plain sheet of 8 1/2" x 11" paper with the following information: name, birth date, address, city, state, zip code, e-mail address, home phone number (including 
area code), school name, school address, and teacher name. Entries must be postmarked by April 9, 2010, and received by April 16, 2010. PRIZES: ONE (1) GRAND PRIZE: One (1) 
Grand Prize Winner will receive $1,000 (ARV: $1,000). ONE (1) FIRST PRIZE: One (1) First Prize Winner will receive $500 (ARV: $500). SEVEN (7) SECOND PRIZES: Seven (7) Second Prize 
Winners will receive $100 (ARV: $100). FIFTEEN (15) RUNNER-UP PRIZES: Fifteen (15) Runner-Up Winners will receive $50 worth of knitting books and accessories (ARV: $50). NINE (9) 
TEACHER PRIZES: Nine (9) teachers (the “Teacher Winners”) of the Grand, First, and Second Prize Winners (collectively “Winners”) will each receive a $100 gift card to Jo-Ann Fabric and 
Craft Stores (ARV: $100). Complete rules are available at www.warmupamerica.org.

 

Official Entry Form: Complete this entry form, staple it to your essay and mail it to: 
Hold That Stitch Essay Contest, c/o Scholastic Inc., P.O. Box 713, New York, NY 10013-0713

Full Name Birth Date 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Phone Number  E-mail Address 

Teacher Name  School Name 

School Address 

City  State  Zip 

1Hold the needle with 
cast-on stitches in your 
left hand. With yarn at 
front of work, insert right-
hand needle from back 
to front into the first stitch 
on left-hand needle.

2  Wrap yarn around 
right-hand needle 
counterclockwise. 
Pull yarn through the 
original stitch, forming a 
new stitch on the right 
needle. 

3Slip original stitch off 
left-hand needle. Repeat 
these steps until all 
stitches on left-hand 
needle have been 
transferred onto right-
hand needle to complete 
one row of purling. 

4Turn the work by 
transferring the needle 
with stitches into your 
left hand to purl the 
next row. The purl stitch 
is actually a reverse knit 
stitch.

Purl Stitch
There are two basic stitches in knitting: the knit or garter stitch and the purl stitch. By combining these two stitches, you can 
create lots of other stitches and patterns. Let’s give the purl stitch a try.

What was it like to teach another person a new skill while helping a great cause?

ONE (1) 
GRAND PRIZE: 

$1,000 Cash 
Prize 

ONE (1) 
FIRST PRIZE: 

$500 Cash 
Prize

SEVEN (7) 
SECOND PRIZES: 

$100 Cash 
Prize

FIFTEEN (15)
RUNNERS-UP:

Knitting books 
and accessories 

(Value: $50) 

TEACHER PRIZES:

Teachers of Grand, First,
and Second Prize Winners
will each receive a $100 
gift card to Jo-Ann Fabric

and Craft Stores

Entries must be postmarked by April 9, 2010.

Prizes for Students and Teachers:
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LESSON OVERVIEWS FOR TEACHERS
The following are teacher instructions for the lessons in this Teaching Guide.  

You may share the goals for each lesson with your students as you prepare to teach this unit. 

1a  Make a slipknot: 
Loop the yarn as 

shown and slip needle 
under the lower strand of 
the loop.

1b  Pull up a loop of 
yarn. 

2  Pull the yarn end 
attached to the ball of 

yarn to tighten the slipknot, 
leaving the other end 
approximately 4 inches (10 
centimeters) long. Transfer 
needle to left hand.

3aInsert the right-
hand needle 

through the slipknot and 
wrap yarn over right-hand
needle. 

3b  �Pull loop through 
slipknot.

4  Place new loop on left-
hand needle. (You now 

have 2 stitches on your left-
hand needle.)	

5  Insert right-hand 
needle between last 2 

stitches on left-hand needle 
and wrap yarn over right-
hand needle.	

6  Pull loop through. Place
this new loop on left-

hand needle beside last 
stitch. Repeat steps 5 & 6 as 
needed. 

1 Hold the needle with 
cast-on stitches in 

your left hand, and the 
loose yarn attached to 
the ball at the back of 
work. Insert right-hand needle from front 
to back of the first stitch on the left-hand 
needle.

2             Wrap the yarn from 
left to right over the 

point of the right-hand 
needle.

3  Draw the yarn
through this original 

stitch, which forms a 
new stitch, on right-hand 
needle.

4  Slip the original 
 stitch off the left-

hand needle, keeping 
the new stitch on the 
right-hand needle.

5  To knit a row, 
 repeat steps 1 to 

4 until all stitches have 
been transferred from 
left-hand needle to 
right-hand needle. You 
have completed your first row of knitting. 
Switch the needle with the stitches to your 
left hand and you are ready to start your 
next row. 

Casting On 

Itching for Another Stitch? 

Count Your Stitches:
Check your stitches at the 
end of each row so that 
you know right away if you 
mistakenly added an extra 
stitch or dropped one.

Stitches too tight? If your 
stitches are barely moving 
along the needle, don’t 
pull the yarn so tight. If you 
have loose stitches, focus 
on pulling the yarn tighter. 

Gauge: This refers to the 
number of stitches to the 
inch (horizontally) and the 
number of rows to the inch 
(vertically). A label or pattern 
might say 18 stitches and 

24 rows = 4” x 4”. This 
means you should knit 18 
stitches across to get your 
piece to 4” wide, and knit 
24 rows down to get your 
knitting to 4” long.

Tips and Terms: 
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Student Worksheet 4

Hold That Stitch Essay Contest
Knitting is a true cross-generational craft. Older family members can share their 
knitting know-how with the whole family. Even the youngest kids can learn. As 
long as you are old enough to hold two knitting needles, you can learn to knit. 

During this program, you have shared your own unique knitting knowledge with 
someone else. With this simple act you have helped to knit your 
community together.

Tell us about it! Write a one-page essay in response to the  
following question:

Pick Up Your Sticks 
Welcome to the world of knitting! Let’s dive right into your first project–a rectangle for Warm Up 
America! Read the directions, then follow the illustrations to learn how to knit the stitches you’ll need.

You will be making a 7” x 9” 
rectangle using the knit stitch. 
To have your rectangle reach 
the correct size, you will 
need to complete 35 rows of 
26 stitches each.

1. Cast on 26 stitches 
following the illustrations on 
this page.

2. Place the needle with the 
26 stitches in your left hand 
and, following the knit stitch 
instructions on this page, knit 
every stitch. At the end of the 
row, all of your stitches will be 
on your right needle. This will 
give you a 7“-wide rectangle.

3. Switch the right needle to 
your left hand and, again, knit 
every stitch on your needle. 

4. Repeat until you have 
completed 35 rows or your 
rectangle measures 9”. Bind 
off following the illustrations 
on Worksheet 3.

5. Finishing: Thread a blunt-
pointed yarn needle and 
weave any loose yarn ends 
into the stitches near the edge 
of your knitting for about 1”. 
Cut off the excess yarn. 

6. Send your class’s 
completed rectangles to 
Warm Up America!, 469 
Hospital Drive, Suite E, 
Gastonia, NC 28054.

Note for left-handers: 
Because knitting requires 
the use of both hands, if 
you are left-handed, it is 
recommended that you 
follow these right-handed 
instructions. 

Student Worksheet 2 

How to Knit a  
Simple Rectangle:

Lesson 1: Pick Up 
Your Sticks 
Goals: Learn the key terms, practices, 
and skills of knitting 
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: It’s Cool to 
Be Kind Student Worksheet 1; Pick 
Up Your Sticks Student Worksheet 2; 
Learn to Knit Kit; small scissors; ruler

Directions: 
Before beginning this unit, contact 
Warm Up America! for a class set of 
FREE Learn to Knit Kits.

1. Ask students: Have you, or anyone you 
know, ever knitted anything? Engage 
students in a discussion about their 
personal experiences with knitting. 
Ask: What are the benefits of knowing 
how to knit? (The ability to make and 
personalize accessories and clothes, 
relaxing, fun, creative, etc.) 

2. Distribute a copy of It’s Cool to 
Be Kind Student Worksheet 1 to 
each student. Review it as a class 
and discuss the Warm Up America! 
Foundation. Explain that each student 
will be creating a knitted rectangle to 
donate to Warm Up America! 

3. �Hang the classroom poster and 
separate students into pairs. Distribute 
one copy of Pick Up Your Sticks 
Student Worksheet 2 and one Learn to 
Knit Kit to each student.

4. Read directions. Then demonstrate 
casting on while facing the class or 
while standing next to students so 
they can see left and right needle 
placement. Ask any students who 
already know how to knit to help.

5. �Instruct students to cast on. Review 
pairs’ progress by walking around.

6. �Once students have mastered casting 
on, demonstrate 5–7 knit stitches for 
the class.

7. �Have students complete a knit row (26 
stitches). Encourage students to count 
their stitches carefully as they work. 

8. �Read the steps for completing a row 
of knit stitches and switching needles 
to begin the next row. Have students 
continue to practice. 

Wrap-up: Ask: Do you think young 
people have a role to play in community 
service? If yes, what is it? 

Lesson 2: Itching for 
Another Stitch?
Goals: Learn knitting’s relevance to the 
world by completing a project to help 
individuals in need 
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: Pick Up 
Your Sticks Student Worksheet 2; 
Itching for Another Stitch? Student 
Worksheet 3; Knit a Skinny Scarf 
Student Worksheet 5; Learn to Knit Kit; 
small scissors; ruler

Directions: 
1. �Separate the class into pairs. Have 

students take out Pick Up Your 
Sticks Student Worksheet 2 and their 
partly completed rectangles. 

2. Review the knit stitch from Lesson 1 
and have the class complete 35 rows 
of 26 stitches each.  

3. �Distribute Itching for Another 
Stitch? Student Worksheet 3. Review 
the steps for binding off and guide 
students through completing their 
rectangles. Explain the importance of 
binding off to keep the rectangle, and 
any knit project, from unraveling.

4. �As a class, package the finished 
rectangles and send them to Warm Up 
America!, 469 Hospital Drive, Suite E, 
Gastonia, NC 28054.

5. �Distribute copies of Knit a 
Skinny Scarf Student Worksheet 
5 and encourage students to use 
their knitting know-how to create 
fashionable scarves of their own. 

Wrap-up: Explain that there are two 
basic stitches in knitting: knit and purl. 
The completed rectangles used the knit 
stitch. Instruct students to cast on to try a 
new stitch. 

Read the steps for the purl stitch aloud 
on Itching for Another Stitch? 
Student Worksheet 3 and demonstrate 
5–7 purl stitches while facing the class 
or while seated next to students so they 
can see left and right needle placement. 
Provide time for students to practice this 
new stitch. Explain that purl stitches look 
bumpy just like knit stitches because they 
are actually the reverse of knit stitches. 
Most often knit and purl stitches are 
combined to create interesting patterns.

Lesson 3: Student 
Knitting Circle and 
Essay Contest
Goals: Have students participate in a 
mentoring activity and write an essay 
describing their experience
Time Required: 2–3 class periods
Materials Required: knitting needles; 
yarn; Pick Up Your Sticks Student 
Worksheet 2; Itching for Another 
Stitch? Student Worksheet 3; Hold  
That Stitch Essay Contest Student 
Worksheet 4

Directions: 
Before class begins: 
Ask a local organization (school, youth 
group, church, etc.) if you can bring your 
students in to teach others the art of 
knitting. Schedule a time to bring your 
student mentors (a one-to-one ratio) to 
the organization. If preferred, 
students may choose to teach peer- 
partners such as neighbors or family 
members.

During class:
1. �Pair older student-mentors with 

younger students. 
2. �Ask your students to explain how Warm 

Up America! uses knitted rectangles 
donated by people around the country 
to create afghans that warm homeless
people living in shelters, people who  
receive aid from the American Red 
Cross, and many others.

3. �Guide the pairs of students through 
creating new Warm Up America!  
rectangles using the instructions  
on Pick Up Your Sticks Student  
Worksheet 2 and Itching for  
Another Stitch Student Worksheet 
3. (Mentors and students can share 
knitting needles and yarn.)

4. �Collect the completed rectangles and 
send them to Warm Up America!, 469 
Hospital Drive, Suite E, Gastonia, NC 
28054. 

Wrap-up: Back in your classroom, 
distribute copies of Hold That Stitch
Student Worksheet 4 and read it together. 
Have students write a one-page essay 
responding to the prompts on the work-
sheet. Mail in the essays for a chance to 
win cash prizes!
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Knit Stitch

Follow the steps below to bind off your final row of stitches and finish your part of a blanket that will bring warmth to someone in need. 

Step 1: Knit the first 
two stitches, insert left 
needle into the stitch 
you knitted first, and pull 
it over the second stitch 
and completely off the 
needle. One stitch is now 
bound off.

Step 2: Knit one more 
stitch, insert left needle into 
first stitch on right needle, 
and pull it over the new 
stitch and completely off 
the needle. Another stitch is 
bound off; don’t pull on this 
too tightly. 

Step 3: Repeat Step 2 until 
one stitch remains; now cut 
yarn from skein, leaving a 
6” end. With your needle, 
draw the end up and through 
the last stitch to hold it 
in place. Thread the yarn 
end into a yarn needle and 

weave it into stitches near 
the edge.

Binding Off Using the Knit Stitch

Step 1: Purl the first 
two stitches, insert left 
needle into the stitch 
you knitted first, and pull 
it over the second stitch 
and completely off the 
needle. One stitch is now 
bound off.

Step 2: Purl one more 
stitch, insert left needle into 
first stitch on right needle, 
and pull it over the new 
stitch and completely off 
the needle. Another stitch is 
bound off; don’t pull on this 
too tightly.

Step 3: Repeat Step 2 until 
one stitch remains; now cut 
yarn from skein, leaving a 
6” end. With your needle, 
draw the end up and 
through the last stitch to 
hold it in place. Thread the 
yarn end into a yarn needle 

and weave it into stitches 
near the edge.

Binding Off Using the Purl Stitch
(If you finish the last row with a purl stitch)

Photo: © Brand X Pictures/Getty Images.
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Student Worksheet 3

Warm Up America! and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Warm Up America! Foundation. Craft Yarn Council of America and associated logos are 
trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Craft Yarn Council of America.  Photos, top to bottom: © Photodisc/Getty Images; Courtesy of Warm Up America! 

Generously  
sponsored by

Student
Essay  Contest! See Worksheet 4  for details.

Official Rules: WHO CAN ENTER: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. The Warm Up America! Hold 
That Stitch Essay Contest (“Contest”) is open to students in grades eight (8) through twelve (12) who are legal residents of the United States (one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia) 
at the time of entry. Employees (and their immediate families—spouse, parent, child, sibling, and their respective spouses—and those living in the same household of an employee, whether 
or not related) of Scholastic Inc. (“Scholastic”), Warm Up America! (“Sponsor”), and their respective parents, affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies, and all others 
associated with the development and execution of this Contest are prohibited from entering. Contest subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws. Void in Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
territories and possessions, and where prohibited. 
HOW TO ENTER: Entries will be accepted between 12:01 A.M. ET October 26, 2009, and 11:59 P.M. ET April 16, 2010. Entrants will be required to write a one-page (8 1/2" x 11", approx. 
250 words) essay in English responding to the following question: What was it like to teach another person a new skill while helping a great cause? Entries can be submitted by mail to Hold 
That Stitch Essay Contest, c/o Scholastic Inc., P.O. Box 713, New York, NY 10013-0713. Essays must be accompanied by a completed entry form (available on this worksheet and at www.
warmupamerica.org) or a plain sheet of 8 1/2" x 11" paper with the following information: name, birth date, address, city, state, zip code, e-mail address, home phone number (including 
area code), school name, school address, and teacher name. Entries must be postmarked by April 9, 2010, and received by April 16, 2010. PRIZES: ONE (1) GRAND PRIZE: One (1) 
Grand Prize Winner will receive $1,000 (ARV: $1,000). ONE (1) FIRST PRIZE: One (1) First Prize Winner will receive $500 (ARV: $500). SEVEN (7) SECOND PRIZES: Seven (7) Second Prize 
Winners will receive $100 (ARV: $100). FIFTEEN (15) RUNNER-UP PRIZES: Fifteen (15) Runner-Up Winners will receive $50 worth of knitting books and accessories (ARV: $50). NINE (9) 
TEACHER PRIZES: Nine (9) teachers (the “Teacher Winners”) of the Grand, First, and Second Prize Winners (collectively “Winners”) will each receive a $100 gift card to Jo-Ann Fabric and 
Craft Stores (ARV: $100). Complete rules are available at www.warmupamerica.org.

 

Official Entry Form: Complete this entry form, staple it to your essay and mail it to:  
Hold That Stitch Essay Contest, c/o Scholastic Inc., P.O. Box 713, New York, NY 10013-0713

Full Name Birth Date 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Phone Number  E-mail Address 

Teacher Name  School Name 

School Address 

City  State  Zip 

1  �Hold the needle with 
cast-on stitches in your 
left hand. With yarn at 
front of work, insert right-
hand needle from back 
to front into the first stitch 
on left-hand needle.

2  �Wrap yarn around 
right-hand needle 
counterclockwise. 
Pull yarn through the 
original stitch, forming a 
new stitch on the right 
needle. 

3  �Slip original stitch off 
left-hand needle. Repeat 
these steps until all 
stitches on left-hand 
needle have been 
transferred onto right-
hand needle to complete 
one row of purling. 

4   �Turn the work by 
transferring the needle 
with stitches into your 
left hand to purl the  
next row. The purl stitch 
is actually a reverse knit 
stitch.

Purl Stitch 
There are two basic stitches in knitting: the knit or garter stitch and the purl stitch. By combining these two stitches, you can 
create lots of other stitches and patterns. Let’s give the purl stitch a try.

What was it like to teach another person a new skill while helping a great cause?

ONE (1) 
GRAND PRIZE: 

$1,000 Cash 
Prize 

ONE (1) 
FIRST PRIZE: 

$500 Cash 
Prize

SEVEN (7) 
SECOND PRIZES: 

$100 Cash 
Prize

FIFTEEN (15)
RUNNERS-UP:

Knitting books  
and accessories  

(Value: $50) 

TEACHER PRIZES:

Teachers of Grand, First, 
and Second Prize Winners 
will each receive a $100 
gift card to Jo-Ann Fabric 

and Craft Stores 

Entries must be postmarked by April 9, 2010.

Prizes for Students and Teachers:




